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Mitch Carver took up ‘“The Torch’ for the
country he loved. He knew who he was fight-
ing. He was fighting the evil that plants a
bomb that kills innocent women and chil-
dren and families who harm no one. Mur-
derers who kill, kidnap defenseless women
and children for no reason but to show evil.
He chose to do it. For it is not the press who
protect our right to free speech, it is men
like Mitch Carver who choose to do it. It is
riot the Congress, not the government bu-
reaucrats, who protect us from those who
would enslave us. It is men like Mitch Carver
who choose to do it. For another time Mitch
Carver rejoined his comrades in Iraq because
he knew they needed him and he believed he
could, with his advanced skill, keep them
safer, and perhaps lessen their danger. And
that he did. We may never know how many
he saved by his advanced skill.

In the 8 years I have been privileged to
serve as representative on the board of our
country’s military academy at West Point, I
have seen thousands of young men and
women take the oath to protect us. Theirs is
a simple pledge: ‘‘Duty, Honor, Country.” In
this world of being told there is no black nor
white, there is only gray political correct-
ness and ‘‘is”” has to be defined, I thank God
we have young men and women who have no
trouble defining ‘‘Duty, Honor, Country.”’

The late T.B. Macaulay in his poem Hora-
tius at the Bridge says, ‘“To every man upon
this earth death cometh soon or late. And
now how can man die better than facing fear-
ful odds, for the ashes of his fathers and the
temples of his gods.” Mitch Carver believed
in and loved God. He knew the Bible. He
could quote this verse better than I, ‘“For
God so loved the Earth that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” Mitch Carver risked and gave his life
to perform his duty, but as God promised, he
did not perish but will remain in our hearts
and memories until he meets his family in
another life.

CONGRATULATING THOMAS G.
BARTON

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, | want to congratu-
late Mr. Thomas G. Barton, Jr. on his recent
offer of appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point. Thomas sought
a nomination to West Point through my office,
competing with a group of highly qualified ap-
plicants. He passed the evaluation process,
and | am proud to have given him a Congres-
sional nomination.

Thomas is currently enrolled in the West
Point Civil Preparatory Program in Roswell,
New Mexico, which speaks volumes about his
passion to get into West Point. He has the
military in his blood. Thomas’s father and
brother are both graduates of West Point’s
distinguished program.

A review of Thomas’s life and qualities dem-
onstrate that he should make an excellent
cadet at West Point and hopefully an excellent
officer. Thomas has a sense of duty to serve,
as shown by the fact that he has achieved the
elite rank of Eagle Scout. He has shown dedi-
cation as a member of the Kingwood High
School Lacrosse Team, where he was voted
captain by the rest of the team. He has held
leadership positions also in the Kingwood High
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marching band and the Boy Scouts. He won
the coveted K Award—for best in class—for
Outstanding Musical Contribution.

Mr. Speaker, Thomas is a fine young man
who will serve his country with distinction. He
understands the challenges and the commit-
ment that lies ahead of him because his family
is steeped in military tradation. We wish him
good fortune in this new chapter of his life.

Thomas Barton will make us proud. America
will be better because of Thomas Barton’s
choice to serve our country.

—

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TAKAHASHI MAR-
KET
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to congratulate the
Takahashi family, proprietors of the Takahashi
Market on the 100th anniversary of their oper-
ations in the city of San Mateo, California,
which is located in my congressional district.

The history of the Takahashi Market begins
with Mr. Tokutaro Takahashi, a former salt-
mine laborer, who recognized that recently ar-
riving Japanese immigrants in the Peninsula
were quickly becoming a burgeoning new mar-
ket. According to Kenge Takahashi, son of
Tokutaro Takahashi, the business began as a
peddling operation, with a horse and cart, to
display and carry the groceries, clothes and
fishing equipment he sold to them.

Mr. Speaker, the Takahashi Market is no
longer a mere push-cart shop, but has grown
to become an established landmark of the Pe-
ninsula, providing groceries and community,
not only to the Japanese, but to all people in
the Bay Area. Having been run by three suc-
cessive generations of Takahashis, the busi-
ness has withstood extraordinary challenges
and overcame devastating obstacles. One sad
example of this, is that the market was closed
for several years in the 1940s when the
Takahashi family was interned in the World
War Il Japanese relocation camps, first in San
Bruno, California, and then in Utah.

After being released from the internment
camps, Kenge Takahashi joined the Army,
and served honorably as an infantryman in the
highly decorated, all-Japanese 422nd Regi-
ment of United States Army, F Company. After
completing his service, Kenge returned to his
family business, and prepared to meet the
ever-changing needs of his customers. Over
the next few decades the Takahashi Market
grew to meet the changing demographics of
its clientele and stopped carrying fishing tackle
and began stocking Hawaiian food in re-
sponse to a growing population of a Hawaiian
community, resulting from airline hires.

Mr. Speaker, while the Takahashi Market
has occupied many storefronts at various loca-
tions on the Peninsula during its 100 year his-
tory, the store continuously maintain its ex-
traordinary reputation as a reliable, family-
owned and run business that specializes in
products and foods to sustain the Japanese
community, and now also the Hawaiian com-
munity. On the occasion of its centennial,
Takahashi Market is remodeling to add a com-
mercial kitchen, once again, expanding and di-
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versifying the business to offer prepared foods
for sale.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the Takahashi Market for its 100
years of outstanding achievements on the Pe-
ninsula and extend my hope that many more
generations of Takahashis enjoy the success
and community involvement of the Takahashi
Market.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE FOX CHAPEL
HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND
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Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate The Fox Chap-
el High School Marching Band of Pittsburgh
for its success at the Gator Bowl on Decem-
ber 31, 2005.

The Fox Chapel High School Marching
Band traveled to Jacksonville, Florida to play
in the Gator Bowl. While at the game the
bands’ performance won nine awards. The
band won five awards at the field show, in-
cluding first place in Class A and also won
Outstanding awards for general effect, auxil-
iary, marching and maneuvering and music. In
addition to the five awards won on the field,
the band also won four awards at the parade,
including first place in Class A, as well as
three Outstanding awards.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating The Fox Chapel High School
Marching Band. It is an honor to represent the
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania
and a pleasure to salute a distinguished group
like The Fox Chapel High School Marching
Band.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF LUCY NOLES
GREEN

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Ms. Lucy Noles Green,
of Randolph County, Alabama. Ms. Green had
a very special birthday recently, having turned
105 years old on December 31, a day which
she celebrated with family and friends in the
Hawk community where she lives.

From 1900 until today, Ms. Green has lived
in the Hawk community. She has enjoyed life,
and fondly recalls playing the organ and sew-
ing. She has witnessed the introduction of
cars, computers, and laundry machines, wars,
depressions, and peaceful times alike. She
was married to Thomas Emmett Green for
sixty years, and together they raised five sons.
These days Ms. Green enjoys visitors and
family, and her 14 grandchildren.

| am proud to recognize Ms. Green today in
the House, and congratulate her on this impor-
tant milestone in her life. | wish her all the
best and many more enjoyable years with her
family and friends.
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